
Museum of London Archaeology

Mortimer Wheeler House

46 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED

tel 020 7410 2200 | fax 020 410 2201

www.museumoflondonarchaeology.org.uk

general enquiries: enquiries@mola.org.uk

© Museum of London Archaeology 2018

ST LEONARD’S CHURCH

Shoreditch

London E1

City of London

Report on an archaeological evaluation

July 2018



 

 

 
 
 

ST LEONARD’S CHURCH, SHOREDITCH  
Shoreditch High Street 

London E1  
 
 
 

Site Code  SNA18 
NGR  533480 182630 

OASIS reference  molas1-323140 
 
 
 
 
 

Report on an archaeological evaluation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sign-off History: 

Issue No.  Date: Prepared by: Checked/ Approved 
by: 

Reason for Issue:

1 [20.07.2018]  Claudia Tommasino, 
Antonietta Lerz 

Jo Lyon Draft for client review 

 
Graphics: Vicki Ewens and Judit Peresztegi 

 MOLA  
Mortimer Wheeler House, 46 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED tel 0207 410 2200  

Unit 2, Chineham Point, Crockford Lane, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG24 8NA, tel: 01256 587320 
 

email business@mola.org.uk  
 

MOLA is a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales 
with company registration number 07751831 and charity registration number 1143574. 

Registered office: Mortimer Wheeler House, 46 Eagle Wharf Road, London N1 7ED 

 
  



 

 

Summary 

 
This report presents the results of an archaeological evaluation carried out by MOLA at St 
Leonard’s church, Shoreditch E1. The report was commissioned from MOLA by Nicholas 
Morgan on behalf of the client, the PCC of ST Leonard’s and St Michael’s, Shoreditch. 
 
In accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation (MOLA 2018) three evaluation 
trenches were excavated on the site between the 4th and 13th June 2018. Two trenches 
were located adjacent to the church portico steps in the courtyard and the third trench was 
located in the crypt in the north-western corner of the church. The crypt floor is located c 2m 
below the level of the courtyard. 
 
The surface of the natural brickearth was not reached as the trenches were excavated to the 
top of the archaeology. The earliest deposits were an undated beaten earth surface 
associated with a possible chalk post pad exposed at the base of the crypt trench. The depth 
of these deposits, which were encountered at the lowest levels reached in the evaluation 
suggest they may represent the medieval ground surface, perhaps associated with the 
medieval church. The surface was overlain by levelling deposits which in turn were cut by the 
corner of a stone and brick foundation which might be related to the late 17th–18th century 
documented repairs made to the church. 
 
Tantalising evidence for the earlier church was encountered in Trench 1 where the remains 
of an arched brick foundation were exposed. The location and east-west orientation of this 
foundation, which is also dated to the late 17th–18th century, suggests it could represent a 
later addition or repair to the medieval church- possibly defining the south wall of the tower, a 
portico entrance, or perhaps even the south wall of the church.  
 
The foundation and associated construction deposits were truncated by a large burial pit. A 
lead coffin, three almost complete articulated burials and a partially complete burial were 
revealed at the base of the pit, one of which was associated with an inscribed breast plate 
dating to 1810. Possibly contemporary with the burials was a brick funerary vault capped with 
stone slabs that was preserved immediately below the courtyard ground surface. A gap 
between the slabs permitted a view into the inside of the chamber in which 2 lead coffins 
were observed. These features were overlain by ground raising layers for the current 
courtyard surface, though no remains of the 18th-century portico steps were revealed. The 
top of a brick vaulted structure, possibly a funerary chamber was exposed in Trench 2. No 
remains of the medieval cemetery were found, and there was little residual material was 
recovered from the burial pit that could have derived from the earlier cemetery. It is not clear 
whether this absence of material in Trench 2 suggests the medieval burials are undisturbed 
or if the trench was located outside the cemetery. 
 
The good preservation of post-medieval remains relating to the church and cemetery in the 
courtyard indicates that they survived the late 19th–20th century landscaping. Whilst the 
medieval levels were not reached in the courtyard trenches, the depth of the ground surface 
encountered in Trench 3 suggests that there is also high potential for medieval layers, 
structures and cut features surviving across the site.  
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Site background 

1.1.1 An archaeological evaluation was carried out by MOLA at St. Leonard’s Church, 
Shoreditch (‘the site’) between the 4th and 12th of June 2018 (see Fig 1). This 
document is the Report on that work.  

1.1.2 A written Archaeological Assessment was previously prepared, which covered the 
whole area of the site (MOLA 2004). This document should be referred to for 
information on the natural geology, archaeological and historical background of the 
site, and the initial interpretation of its archaeological potential.   

1.2 Planning background  

1.2.1 The legislative and Planning framework in which the evaluation took place was fully 
set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation which formed the project design for 
the evaluation (see Section 1.2, MOLA 2018). To summarise here:  

1.2.2 The evaluation falls outside of the archaeological planning process as the work is 
not being carried out in support of a planning application or as a condition of 
planning consent. The archaeological work is being carried out as a result of a 
successful Heritage Lottery Fund application.  

1.2.3 The site lies within the Kingsland Conservation Area, as defined by the London 
Borough of Hackney. The church of St Leonard is a Grade I listed building, while the 
walls, gates and railings to St Leonard’s Churchyard are listed Grade II. 

 

1.3 Scope of the evaluation  

1.3.1 Evaluation is defined by Historic England as intended to provide information about 
the archaeological resource in order to contribute to the: 

1.3.2 - formulation of an appropriate response or mitigation strategy to planning 
applications or other proposals which may adversely affect such archaeological 
remains, or enhance them; and/or 

1.3.3 - formulation of a proposal for further archaeological investigations within a 
programme of research 

1.3.4 An archaeological evaluation is a limited fieldwork exercise designed to test the 
conclusions of preliminary desk based work. It is not the same as full excavation.  

1.3.5 The evaluation was carried out within the terms of the relevant Standard for 
evaluation specified by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIFA, 2014). 

1.3.6 All work has been undertaken within the research priorities established in the 
Museum of London’s A research framework for London Archaeology, 2002. 

1.3.7 All work was undertaken within research aims and objectives established in the 
Written Scheme of Investigation for the evaluation (Section 2). 
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2 Topographical and historical background 

2.1 Topography 

2.1.1 The surface of natural brickearth in the Shoreditch area varies. Taking into account 
the evidence from nearby sites, it is probable that natural brickearth on the site 
would be encountered between 12.70m OD and 15.40m OD (Miller 1999, 12). If the 
rise in the ground were uniform from south to north then the level of natural strata on 
the site would be at about 14.20m OD.  

2.1.2 After burials ceased and when the churchyard was landscaped in the late 19th 
century its level was raised, possibly by different amounts in different places. The 
general level of the ground surrounding the church falls away at present towards the 
east and south-east. By contrast, modern street level adjacent to the site is at c 16.0 
to 17.0m OD rising gently to the north. 

2.2 Archaeology 

2.2.1 Palaeolithic hand-axes and other worked flints have been found in Hackney in 
general, and Stoke Newington has produced important evidence for Palaeolithic 
occupation. A hand axe was found c.500m to the west of the site in the Old Street 
area, though this may have been a ‘stray’ find and are not necessarily indicative of 
an occupation area. 

2.2.2 The area immediately around the site in the Roman period is not well known but 
presumably lay within fields or woods outside the City, near to the source of the 
Walbrook stream. The site lies adjacent to the main Roman road north of the City, 
Ermine Street, the course of which is closely followed by modern Bishopsgate, 
Shoreditch High Street and Kingsland Road. Burials have been recorded to the 
south along Bishopsgate but as yet have not been recorded to the north along the 
road in Shoreditch.  Excavations in 1993 at the Geffrye Museum in Hackney (site 
code GKM93) recorded a Roman ditch parallel to the road, with material dated to 
the 4th century and in 1989 excavations at 183-185 Shoreditch High Street (HLP89) 
recorded 2nd and 4th century Roman pottery and building material in early deposits.  

2.2.3 Hoxton, to the north of the site, like several other place names in Hackney, is 
thought to be of Saxon derivation, though there is little evidence in the 
archaeological record for occupation before the Norman Conquest. There is an 
unsubstantiated tradition that there was a church at Shoreditch in Saxon times. 

2.2.4 There is no record of the construction of the medieval church but plates recorded 
before the demolition of the church show a four-aisled structure with a square tower 
at the western end. The ‘Agas’ map of 1562 shows the church on the outskirts of 
London in the 16th century; it appears as a simple structure with a square tower at 
the west end close to the frontage of the High Street (see cover image). 

2.2.5 Drawings and prints of the church produced the 18th century show a four aisled 
structure with a tower at its west end. It is possible that the structure was originally a 
three-aisled construction with a simple 15th century addition. The church was 
recorded as being constructed first from chalk and rubble and afterwards in brick 
and stone. Early Eighteenth century views show it as mainly of masonry 
construction, with a weather-boarded upper tower, and an exterior roof in tile. 

2.2.6 Repairs were carried out to the church on numerous occasions. However, after part 
of the tower gave way during a service in 1716 and following further structural 
problems, the bishops informed the inhabitants they had to repair or rebuild the 
church. In 1735 an act of Parliament was obtained to pull down and rebuild the 
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church and in May 1736 demolition commenced. 

2.2.7 Maps of the mid-18th-century, including Chassereau’s map of 1745 and Rocque’s 
map of 1746, show the new church surrounded by the churchyard.   

2.2.8 For the full period of the surviving burial registers for St Leonard, Shoreditch (1560–
1853), the number of burials was counted every ten years. These records show that 
the parish grounds were very intensively used. If these figures are extrapolated, 
then a figure of approximately 130,000 burials took place within the parish. 

2.2.9 The churchyard was closed for burials on 31 December 1853 by an Order in 
Council, However, a further 68 burials were permitted to take place after this date by 
special licence. At the end of the 19th century when the Borough Council took over 
the care of the churchyard, the gravestones and monuments were removed, but not 
the burials. 

2.2.10 The new church was repaired and restored on a number of occasions during the 
18th and 19th centuries. An extension in the form of a large room or hall was added 
to the south side of the church at the beginning of this century and a new inner 
vestry to the rear at approximately the same time. The church was damaged in the 
Second World War and later repaired. 
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3 Evaluation methodology 

3.1 Field methodology 

3.1.1 The evaluation involved the excavation of three archaeological trial pits located in 
the church forecourt and within the crypt (Fig 2).  

3.1.2 The slab/ground was broken out and cleared by contractors under MOLA 
supervision. Trenches were excavated by MOLA archaeologists.  

3.1.3 Archaeological excavation was carried out in accordance with the Written Scheme 
of Investigation (MOLA, 2018b) 

3.1.4 Trench locations were individually surveyed on site by  MOLA  surveyors  and 
subsequently  tied to the OS grid by MOLA  Geomatics. 

3.1.5 Where referenced in this report (eg ’13.45m OD’), levels relate to OS Ordnance 
Datum and were calculated by traverse from a nearby OS benchmark for the church 
yard located trenches.  

 

3.2 Recording methodology 

3.2.1 A written and drawn record of all archaeological deposits encountered was carried 
out in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation (MOLA  2018b). 

3.3 Site archive 

Number of trench record sheets 3 
Number of overall location plans 2 
Number of Context (SU) sheets  30 
Number of photographs 44 
Number of Plan sheets  26 
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4 Results of the evaluation 

4.1.1 For trench locations see Fig 2.  

4.2 Trench 1 

Location  Church yard at the foot of existing portico steps  
Dimensions 1.35m by 0.68m by 0.52 deep 
Modern ground level/top of slab 17.56m OD 
Base of modern fill/slab 17.36m OD 
Depth of archaeological stratigraphy 
above natural (if any) 

0.32m  

Level of base of lowest features or 
deposits observed  

17.04m OD 

Top of surviving natural observed at  N/A 
Level of base of trench 17.04m OD 

 

4.2.1 The removal of the slabs and underlying modern make up layer [4] in Trench 1 
revealed the surface of a brick arched structure [24] (Fig 3) 

4.2.2 The top of the structure was recorded at 17.36m OD at the eastern end of the trench 
and sloped down steeply to the west. Some damage to the brickwork was observed 
and therefore excavation stopped at 0.52m bgl (17.04m OD) as further exposure 
could have resulted in its collapse.  

4.2.3 The exposed area of the structure measured 0.38m by 0.78m though it continues to 
the north and south below the church steps and courtyard; it was constructed from 
unfrogged bricks (110x90x220mm) bonded with a mid grey mortar.  

4.2.4 Only a small area of the structure was exposed, though its arched form and location 
underneath the 19th-century church steps and courtyard suggests that it is the top 
of a buried vaulted structure, perhaps a crypt or funerary chamber.  

4.2.5 No remains of the 18th-century portico steps were revealed, which suggests they 
had been removed during the ground raising activities of the 19th century. 

4.3 Trench 2 

Location  Church yard at the foot of existing portico steps  
Dimensions 4.3m by 3.30m by 2.3m depth 
Modern ground level/top of slab 17.56m OD 
Base of modern fill/slab/turf 17.38m OD 
Depth of archaeological stratigraphy 
above natural (if any) 

2.30m (no natural reached)  

Level of base of lowest features or 
deposits observed  

15.08m OD 

Top of surviving natural observed at  N/A 
Level of base of trench 15.08m OD 

 

4.3.1 The earliest feature exposed in Trench 2 was a rubble deposit [19] that is 
associated with the construction of a brick arched foundation [11], [13]. Both the 
deposit and the brick foundation were severely truncated by later intrusions 
(described below) though it appears to be the remains of an arched foundation of a 
wall that might be associated with the former church (Fig 6). 
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4.3.2 Structures [11] and [13] appear to form respectively the base and top of an arched 
foundation for an east–west orientated wall, shown on Fig 5. The arch spanning the 
surviving fragment of masonry had been truncated though the springers at the base 
of the footing [11] were still preserved, as shown in Fig 6. This was in alignment with 
the top of the arch represented by masonry fragment [13] which was exposed in the 
section at the eastern end of the trench, preserved at a maximum level of 17.33m 
OD. The base of the foundation [11] was recorded at 16.30m OD.   

4.3.3 Both fragments of the foundation were built from dark orange bricks (dated 1666–
1900) bonded by light grey mortar that contained frequent inclusions of chalk and 
stones. In total, the foundation measured 1m long by 0.72m wide by c 1.00m high.  

4.3.4 The foundation was supported by deposit [19] which also appears to have served as 
a ground raising layer. The deposit [19] consisted of alternating layers of crushed 
tile and brick, grey mortar and cream-coloured mortar built up to a height of least 
0.82m (Fig 6). The deposit was not exposed to full depth and continues below the 
base of the trench. 

4.3.5 It was overlain by a loose brick rubble and mortar deposit [10] that served as 
packing for the top arch [13] that would allow the structure to sustain the expected 
weight of the superstructure. 

4.3.6 The east–west alignment of the wall and its position in the stratigraphic sequence 
suggests it dates to late 17th–18th century and therefore could be related to the 
former church, before it was rebuilt in the first half of the 18th century. This is 
discussed is greater detail in section 5, below. 

4.3.7 The masonry foundations were overlain by a light orange brown sandy sit layer [18] 
interpreted as a levelling deposit associated with the disuse and destruction of the 
former church. 

4.3.8 This layer [18] was truncated by a very large cut [12] measuring 4.30m x 3.3m x 
1.64m deep which contained a number of burials (described below). The burial pit 
was located up against the south side of the masonry foundation [11] and had been 
excavated through the rubble levelling deposit [19], as shown on Fig 5. 

4.3.9 The exposed area of the pit contained three articulated burials [21], [22], [23], one 
semi-articulated burial [14] and a moderate quantity of disarticulated human bones. 

4.3.10 The four burials were all aligned east-west (with head to the west) and were cut into 
a compacted clayey silt deposit [20] which formed the primary fill of the pit. Burials 
[21] and [22] were parallel to each other, though only the left side of burial [24] was 
exposed in the trench (Fig 7 & Fig 8). The majority of burial [14] had been truncated 
by later activity and only the lower leg bones were preserved.  

4.3.11 Traces of wood and rows of coffin studs around the edges of the grave cuts indicate 
that the burials were coffined. Whilst the majority of these appear to have been 
simple wooden coffins which had decayed, burial [14] was found associated with a 
metal chest plate inscribed with the text: To Mary Howard / who died [15th] of 
February / 1810 / Aged 63 (shown on Fig 6). 

4.3.12 Burials [21], [22] and [23] were all found at comparable levels between 15.42–
15.32m OD. They appear to be contemporaneous with other and possibly with a 
lead coffin that was exposed in the southern section of the trench (Fig 8). . Burial 
[14] was positioned at a higher level of 16.06m OD and may be have been interred 
at a later date.  

4.3.13 All the burials were sealed below a clayey silt and rubble upper fill [15] of the pit 
which contained disarticulated human bone, several iron coffin studs, six iron coffin 
handles and pieces of decayed wood. The quantity of material from disturbed 
burials suggests this deposit might have derived from another part of the graveyard 
or had been reworked several times by the insertion of later burials in the pit 
(section 4.5). 

4.3.14 The discovery of the articulated burials halted the excavation of the trench at levels 
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of 16.06m OD and 15.32m OD. The burials were recorded and remain in situ. 

4.3.15 The burial pit was sealed below a 0.22m thick dark greyish brown sandy silt levelling 
layer [9] which appears to be associated with the construction of the church yard. 
The layer extended across the trench at 17.09–17.31m OD and contained material 
derived from disturbed graves including coffin studs and handles, together with 
fragments of pottery, glass and oyster shells. This deposit produced the largest 
quantity of pottery recovered from the site, the majority of which is dated 1810–30, 
though it included some residual late 17th-century material (see section 4.5). 

4.3.16 The excavation revealed the southern part of a funerary brick vault preserved just 
below the courtyard surface (Fig 9, Fig 10). The exposed wall [7] measured 2.28m 
long (east-west) externally and was exposed to a depth of 1m at a maximum level of 
17.15m OD. The vault is probably square or rectangular in plan and was 
constructed from pinkish red and yellow bricks bonded with light grey mortar. 

4.3.17 The top of the vault was capped with stone paving slabs [6], of which 7 were 
exposed. The slabs and were irregularly laid in a haphazard manner and were 
recorded at a maximum level of 17.38m OD. They had evidently been derived from 
an earlier structure as had many of the bricks used in the construction of the vault 
which had traces of an earlier mortar adhering to them. 

4.3.18 It was not possible to gain access into the vault, though a void in between the slabs 
permitted a view of the interior where two possible lead coffins were observed. 

4.3.19 The vault was associated with a large construction cut [5] that extended across the 
northern third of the trench. The construction of the vault had disturbed a number of 
burials. It was filled with a dark orange brown clayey silt [8] and contained 
disarticulated human bones, fragments of a lead coffin, and some metal objects, 
probably coffin fittings. This fill [8] was excavated to a depth of 1.22m deep (16.16m 
OD) though the base was not reached. 

4.3.20 The vault structure was overlain by a levelling layer of dark greyish brown sandy silt 
[4] with occasional inclusions of building material for the stones slab surface which 
forms the current ground surface of the churchyard. The slabs [4] were truncated 
towards the western end of the trench by the construction of a flower bed.  

 

4.4 Trench 3 

Location  NW corner of crypt 
Dimensions 1m by 1m by 1.08m depth 
Modern ground level/top of slab 15.37m OD 
Base of modern fill/slab 15.07m OD 
Depth of archaeological stratigraphy 
above natural (if any) 

0.78m (Natural not seen) 

Level of base of lowest features or 
deposits observed  

14.29m OD 

Top of surviving natural observed at  N/A 
Level of base of trench 14.29m OD  

 

4.4.1 The earliest deposit recorded in Trench 3 was a light orange brown sandy clay layer 
[29] which extended across the base of the trench at 14.37m OD.  

4.4.2 Overlying this layer was a mid orange brown sandy silt layer [26] which was 
recorded at a surface level of 14.47m OD. This was associated with a 80mm thick 
deposit of compacted crushed chalk [28] located in the south-west corner of the 
trench which was overlain by a thin lens of charcoal [27], recorded at a similar level 
at 14.45m OD (Fig 11). 
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4.4.3 Only a small area of these deposits was exposed which makes them difficult to 
interpret, though they seem to relate to the occupation horizon of the medieval 
church. The clay layer [26] may represent a bedding later or beaten earth ground 
surface; the chalk feature may be the base of a structural feature such as a post 
pad. 

4.4.4 These layers were overlain by a mid blackish grey silty sand layer [25], shown in Fig 
11 which interpreted as a levelling layer related to the disuse of the occupation level 
of the medieval church. 

4.4.5 Cutting through this deposit was the corner of a post-medieval masonry wall and 
footing [16] which was located against the south wall of the church in the north-west 
corner of the trench (Fig 12). The wall was orientated north–south and was 
preserved a height of 0.6m at 15.28m OD. The wall was built from reused Tudor 
bricks (dated 1550–1666, though with a post-1666 mortar) and worked stones set 
on a stepped out footing formed of a single large flat worked stone. The function of 
the structure is unclear, though the reuse of building materials could suggest this 
structure is related to the repairs made to the church in the early 18th century. 

4.4.6 Two different make up layers were identified overlying these deposits. Make up 
layer [17] consisted of a 0.40m thick, very loose light greyish brown silt with frequent 
rubble material (including bricks, mortar and tiles) and moderate quantities of animal 
bones, disarticulate human bones and oyster shells. The recovery of a late 17th-
18th century tobacco pipe bowl and stem suggests this deposit might relate to the 
post-medieval use of the crypt. It was overlain by a mid brown clayey silt make-up 
deposit [30] which relates to the modern occupation of the crypt. 

 

4.5 The finds  

4.5.1 The finds recovered from the evaluation are tabulated below.  The majority were 
recovered from the burials in Trench 2, iron studs and metal fittings from wooden 
coffin  

Table 1 Finds from SNA18 

Context Accession Material Sherds/ 
Fragments

Period Date Brief Comments 

8  CTP 2 PMed Late 
17thc/early 
18thc bowl 
type 

1 bowl & 1 stem 

9  Glass 4 PMed Early 
19thc 

I European rim/neck 
and 1 English 
rim/neck 

9  Pottery 21 PMed 1680-1700 
or 
1810-30 

Mixed dated pottery 

9 3 Iron  PMed  1 coffin stud plus 1 
iron fragment 

9 4 Iron  PMed  Coffin handle 
9 5 Iron  PMed  Coffin handle 
13  CBM  PMed 1666-1900 brick 
15  Nail    Coffin nails 
15 1 Iron  PMed  Group of 3 studs 

(coffin) 
15 2 Iron  PMed  Coffin handle 
15 6 Iron  PMed  Row of 3 coffin studs 
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15 7 Iron  PMed  Row of 2 coffin studs 
15 8 Iron  PMed  Row of 5 coffin studs 

(with mineralised 
wood) 

15 9 Iron  PMed  Row of 3 coffin studs 
15 10 Iron  PMed  Row of 4 coffin studs 
15 11 Iron  PMed  Row of 3 coffin studs 
15 12 Iron  PMed  Nail/stud 
15 13 Iron  PMed  Coffin handle 
15 14 Iron  PMed  Coffin handle 
15 15 Iron  PMed  Coffin handle (with 

mineralised wood) 
16  CBM  PMed 1550-1666 Brick with 2 lots of 

mortar. Original Tudor 
mortar plus post 1666 
mortar  

17  CTP  PMed Late 
17thc/early 
18thc bowl 
type 

Bowl & stem 

17  CBM  PMed 1480-1800 Peg tile 
17  Pottery 1 PMed 1580-1800 London red ware. 

Glazed bowl 
18  Pottery 3 PMed 1610-50 Borderware dishes 

and London delftware 
charger/dish with 
pomegranate/ochre 
design on base 

 

4.6 The site as a whole 

4.6.1 The results from the three evaluation trenches and the dating evidence, where it 
exists, reveal the following information about the site. The majority of the activity on 
the site is associated with the post-medieval church and church yard. Foundations 
possibly relating to the late 17th–18th century church were uncovered though no 
contemporary ground surfaces associated with these survived.  

4.6.2 Whilst no burials associated with the medieval cemetery were uncovered, there was 
some tantalising evidence of earlier occupational deposits uncovered in Trench 3, 
which might be associated with the medieval church though unfortunately these 
were undated. 

4.6.3 Natural was not reached in any of the trenches so the full depth of the stratigraphic 
sequence on the site is unknown. The surface of the natural brickearth on site is 
predicted to lie in the region of 14.2m OD, which is close to the depth to which 
Trench 3 was excavated, suggesting that there is minimal survival below the 
deposits revealed in this trench. 

4.6.4 In contrast, there appears to be a further 1m of unexcavated deposits below the 
base of Trench 2 in the courtyard.  Further excavation in Trench 2 was precluded by 
the discovery of 19th-century burials and a brick vault, though no burials associated 
with the medieval or early post-medieval graveyard were encountered. Excavation 
of Trench 1 was stopped to prevent further damage to a brick foundation supporting 
the portico steps.  
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5 Archaeological potential 

5.1 Answering original research aims 

5.1.1 A number of broad objectives and archaeological research questions were identified 
for this evaluation and listed in Written Scheme of Investigation (MOLA 2016, 
section 2.2). The degree to which these research aims have been answered are 
considered below. 

5.1.2 What are the earliest deposits identified?  

5.1.3 The earliest deposits identified during the evaluation were the possible ground 
surface [29] and dump deposits [26], [27] exposed in Trench 3. These occupational 
deposits were located at the lowest levels reached on site (14.47m OD) and may be 
associated with the medieval church, though they were undated. The surface of the 
natural was not encountered during the evaluation. 

5.1.4 What are the latest deposits identified? 

5.1.5 The 19th century burial pit [12] uncovered in Trench 2 was the latest feature 
identified on the site. Four partially complete and articulated burials were exposed, 
one of which was associated with a breast plate dating the inhumation to the early 
19th century.  

5.1.6 Is there any evidence for activity of prehistoric to Saxon date?  

5.1.7 No evidence for activity of prehistoric to Saxon date was found. However, the 
trenches were not excavated to the natural so the presence of medieval or earlier 
remains cannot be excluded.  

5.1.8 Can any foundations of the medieval church be identified?  

5.1.9 No medieval foundations were uncovered though the survival of the possible 
medieval ground surface [29] in Trench 3 could suggest that there is potential for 
survival of structural remains of the medieval church.  

5.1.10 The precise location of the medieval church has not been located archaeologically. 
The ‘Agas’ map of 1562 shows the church with a square tower at the west end 
(cover image). However, in an engraving of 1695 (not illustrated) the tower is shown 
to the north of the church. Recent research suggests the 18th century church was 
built overlying and slightly set back from the original building as shown in Error! 
Reference source not found.. Whilst this plan is not based on structural evidence, 
the location and alignment of the late 17th-18th century brick wall foundation [11], 
[13] uncovered in Trench 2 corresponds fairly closely to the proposed location of the 
south wall of the tower. The date of the construction of the tower is unknown, so it is 
possible that it was later addition to the original medieval church. In fact, the date of 
the structure would fit in nicely with the dating of the documented repairs to the 
tower and church. Alternatively the foundation could define a portico entrance, built 
as a later addition to the medieval building or perhaps even as a repair to the south 
wall of the church.  

5.1.11 What is the evidence for ground-raising in the area of the church forecourt 
after the burial ground went out of use? In particular, are there further buried 
steps of 18th-century date that originally led to the portico?   

5.1.12 No remains of the 18th-century steps that led to the portico were found in Trenches 
1 and 2. These appear to have been removed during the ground raising process 
presumably to create more space for further burials, such as those in the early 19th 
century burial pit uncovered in Trench 2. The burial pit was sealed below ground 
raising deposit [9] which only measured 0.22m thick.  

5.1.13 To what extent do burials associated with the church survive? What is their 
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date?  

5.1.14 A series of 19th-century burials located within a large pit were uncovered in Trench 
2. The burials were located at approximately 2– 2.5m below ground level and were 
sealed below the ground levelling deposits associated with the raising of the 
forecourt. Although one of the burials had been truncated by later activity, the three 
others were undisturbed and appeared to be in good condition. One of the burials 
was associated with an inscribed breast plate dating the inhumation to 1910. 

5.1.15 It is thought that the extent of the original burial ground is similar to the later one. 
However, the 19th century burial pit in Trench 2 contained little residual material that 
might have derived from disturbed underlying medieval graves. It is not clear 
whether this suggests that the medieval burial ground is undisturbed or if the burial 
ground is located elsewhere. It is possible that this trench was located within the 
footprint of the former church (see 5.1.4) and outside the associated cemetery. 

5.1.16 Do any buried post-medieval structural remains survive?  

5.1.17 In addition to the late 17th–18th century wall foundation [11], [13] described above, 
the excavations uncovered a well preserved brick funerary vault [7] in Trench 2 and 
the top of an arched, possibly vaulted structure in Trench 1. The funerary vault 
appears to have suffered little disturbance; it was preserved to a height of c 1m and 
contained two lead coffins.  

5.1.18 What is the extent of modern disturbance across the site?  

5.1.19 The evaluation has shown that the modern ground disturbance was insignificant and 
limited to shallow truncations from the flower beds. 

5.1.20  What is the nature and level of natural topography? 

5.1.21 Natural brickearth was not reached in any of the trenches. Comparison with the 
levels of the natural recorded at nearby sites suggests it would be encountered 
between 12.70m OD and 15.40m OD ( (Miller 1999, 12), that is c 1–5m below the 
ground level in the courtyard and well below the level to which the trenches were 
excavated.  

5.2 General discussion of potential  

5.2.1 The evaluation has shown that the potential for the survival of ancient ground 
surfaces (horizontal archaeological stratification above natural ground) on the site is 
low to moderate. The full potential in the external courtyard has not been 
determined as the trenches were not excavated below post-medieval levels. 

5.2.2 However, the survival of a possible medieval ground surface within the footprint of 
the church, which was encountered at a depth not reached in the courtyard trenches 
does allow for the possibility that the medieval ground surface is preserved. 

5.2.3 There is also high potential for survival of deep cut features of post-medieval date, 
mostly 19th-century burials. The presence of 17th–18th century material found 
residually in later deposits would suggest that the post-medieval ground surface, 
and any burials within it has been disturbed. The potential for medieval burials has 
not been determined archaeologically. 

5.2.4 Structural features (comprising early post-medieval foundations and 18th–19th 
century funerary vaults) are also likely to be preserved in the areas of highest 
deposit survival in the courtyard. The preservation of the late 17th–18th century 
foundations is of particular interest. If the foundation is part of the former church, 
then there is high potential for the survival of further foundations of this structure in 
the courtyard. 

5.2.5 The presence of the possible medieval ground surface also implies that medieval 
structural remains (walls, column foundations, floors) of the medieval church may 
persist at a lower level. Comparison of the lowest levels at which the medieval 
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surface and the post-medieval structures were recorded (14.37m OD and 16.16m 
OD) suggests that there is good potential of the survival of the medieval horizon 
across the site. 

5.2.6 The surface of the natural brickearth was not encountered during the evaluation, 
though it is thought to lie  between 12.70m OD and 15.40m OD, perhaps in the 
region of 14.20m OD (Miller 1999, 12). Modern disturbance was minimal; therefore 
the depth of archaeological deposits in these areas is likely to be approximately 1-
5m below the ground level in the courtyard and 0.10-1.5m below the level of the 
crypt.  

5.3 Significance 

5.3.1 The archaeological remains are primarily of local significance. However, the 
apparent good preservation of breastplates and other coffin furniture may raise the 
value of the osteological material. 

5.4 Assessment of the evaluation  

5.4.1 Only a small area of the site was evaluated by the three trenches, two of which were 
located adjacent to the church portico and the third within the crypt in the north-
western part of the church. All three trenches revealed good preservation of the 
archaeological remains and minimal modern disturbance. 

5.4.2 The trenches were not fully excavated to the surface of the natural, so whilst there is 
good preservation of post-medieval horizons in the courtyard trenches, and a 
possible medieval surface in Trench 3, the extent and nature of earlier deposits in 
these areas is unknown.  

5.4.3 However, the evaluation has shown that there is high potential for post-medieval 
masonry structures of late 17th to 19th century date and deep cut features, namely 
burials and masonry tombs. There was no evidence for contemporary ground 
surfaces. Conversely, the results of Trench 3 suggest that there is good 
preservation of the medieval ground surface, which implies that there potential for 
associated structures, cut features and occupation deposits. 
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HACK1265EVR18#05&06

Fig 6  Burials [21] and [22]; looking west (1m scale)

Fig 5  Base of the arched foundation [11] supported by bedding deposit [19]; looking north (1m scale)
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HACK1265EVR18#07&08

Fig 8  Excavation of the flower bed in Trench 2 exposed the south-west corner of the funerary
vault [6], [7] which is preserved just below the ground level; looking east

Fig 7  Burial pit [12] with burial [23] and associated breast plate. The side of a lead coffin was
exposed in the southern section of the trench (background); looking south (1m scale)
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HACK1265EVR18#09&10

Fig 10  West-facing section through the deposits in Trench 3, with (from bottom to top) possible
ground surface [25] and associated chalk structure [27] overlain by levelling deposits [26] and [25];
looking east (0.5m scale)

Fig 9  South elevation of brick tomb [7] capped with stone slabs [6]. The slabs could be moved
aside allow the insertion of further burials. Brick wall foundation [11] is shown in the foreground;
looking north (1m scale)
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HACK1265EVR18#11

Fig 11  Corner of stone and brick foundation [16] in Trench 3; looking west (0.5m scale)

SNA18 Archaeological evaluation report © MOLA



Tr3

Tr1

Tr2

[11]

[13]

533473/182607

533473/182652

[19]

HACK1256EVR18#12

Fig 12  Overlay plan of the medieval church in relation to the current building showing the locations of the evaluation trenches. Wall foundation [11], [13] in Trench 2 is similar to the alignment and suggested location of the south wall
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