
          
For immediate release 

‘When I Grow Rich’: famous nursery rhyme comes true as Shoreditch Church 
secures vital National Lottery support  
St Leonard’s Church Shoreditch in east London is delighted to announce a National Lottery 
Heritage Fund grant of £216,000 for its West Elevation conservation project, to completely 
restore the iconic Georgian façade and famous bell tower. The project will return the 
frontage to its original glory, with a programme of fascinating heritage arts events alongside 
the restoration work this summer and autumn, the church remaining open throughout. 

With the help of The National Lottery Heritage Fund and our other supporters: the National 
Churches Trust, Allchurches Trust, Heritage of London Trust, Veneziana Fund, HB Allen 
Charitable Trust and William Allen Young Charitable Trust, the project will enable the unique 
Georgian architecture of George Dance the Elder to be preserved for the future, through 
repairs to stonework, leadwork and the restoration of its clock faces. In addition, a heritage 
engagement programme will allow actors, artists, academics and musicians to collaborate 
with the local community and charity partners. Events include a Shakespeare Study Day in 
partnership with The Globe Theatre, an exhibition celebrating St Leonard’s provenance as 
Shakespeare’s ‘Actor’s Church’ as part of Richard Burbage’s 400th anniversary, an artist 
learning programme and music poetry workshops responding to this unique heritage space, 
culminating in public performances. A significant new collection of archive material will be 
available online and through the creation of a heritage booklet, with everything underpinned 
by a volunteer training and development scheme open to the community.  

Church member & lay reader Philip Whitehead said: “We are delighted that the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund has made this significant grant towards vital work to secure the future 
of our much-loved building, enabling it to serve the community as well as the congregation. 
We’re especially pleased that the grant includes funding for a programme of engagement 
activities, including some in collaboration with the Globe Theatre, helping the public to 
appreciate this sacred and historic landmark.” 

Stuart Hobley, the National Lottery Heritage Fund’s Area Director of London and South, said: 
“We have been delighted to support St. Leonard’s Church, Shoreditch to carry out urgent 
repairs and engage new audiences with this much-loved local landmark. Thank you to the 
National Lottery players who have made it possible.” 

Dr Nicola Stacey, Director of the Heritage of London Trust, added: “We are delighted to be 
supporting the restoration of the clock at St Leonard’s. It is a striking East End landmark, 
and will be restored by a clockmaking firm itself established in the 18th century – this will 
altogether be a fantastic heritage project for Shoreditch.” 

 



          
Notes to editors 

About Shoreditch Church  

St Leonard is the patron saint of mental health and wellbeing, and the prison community. 
Our emphasis is on realising the Christ within every person and living a life that respects and 
rejoices in that truth.  

There has been a place of worship here since the earliest Christian community emerged in 
London. The church stands on the site where all the Roman roads joined. You can travel 
from here to Chester, Bath, Lincoln, York, Chichester and Colchester along their old routes. 
There is some description of an Anglo-Saxon church which was demolished when the 
Normans built a replacement. This had its first vicar in 1185. It was this church which 
became the Actors’ church. The Theatre was close by in New Inn Yard where several of 
Shakespeare’s plays had their initial performance. Many of the Elizabethan theatrical 
fraternity are buried in the medieval church under our crypt. This includes three Burbages: 
James who built the first English theatre, his son Cuthbert who built the original Globe 
Theatre and his other son Richard who was the first to play Macbeth, Hamlet, Richard 
3rd, Othello and especially Romeo. So the first Romeo is buried in the crypt where 
Shakespeare placed the final scene of his tragic play. 

The medieval building was enlarged over many years until it had three aisles and became a 
substantial size. This however was a problem, for the river outside regularly overflowed and 
eventually damaged the foundations. When the church finally collapsed in the eighteenth 
century, the present building was erected over and across its floor. It was designed by 
George Dance the Elder, also the architect of the Mansion House. This was the only church 
he designed and built from an original design. 

Shoreditch Church lies at the epicentre of the earliest Christian worship in London and has 
long been immortalised in the psyche of the nation through the nursery rhyme ‘Oranges and 
Lemons’. One of the top 50 heritage ‘Buildings at Risk’, the medieval church was the place 
of worship to Shakespeare’s actors, the Burbage family, and at the crossroads of 
Elizabethan & Jacobean theatre history. Today the church plays a key role in supporting 
local social enterprises and charities working with people recovering from addiction and 
supports a large programme of vital work with homelessness services. 

Follow @ShoreditchChurc on Twitter (that’s right, the ‘h’ is missing) 
www.shoreditchchurch.org.uk 

About The National Lottery Heritage Fund 
Using money raised by the National Lottery, we Inspire, lead and resource the UK’s 
heritage to create positive and lasting change for people and communities, now and in 
the future. www.heritagefund.org.uk.  
Follow @HeritageFundUK on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram and use 
#NationalLotteryHeritageFund  

https://twitter.com/shoreditchchurc
https://www.shoreditchchurch.org.uk/
http://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/HeritageFundUK
https://www.facebook.com/HeritageFundUK
https://www.instagram.com/heritagefunduk/


          
About The National Churches Trust 
The National Churches Trust is the national, non-profit organisation dedicated to supporting 
and promoting churches of all Christian denominations in the UK. 
It aims to: 
a) Provide grants for the repair, maintenance and modernisation of church buildings 
b) Act as a catalyst to improve and bring resources to the management of church buildings 
 
c) Promote the value of church buildings to the community at large. 
For more information visit www.nationalchurchestrust.org  

Further information 

For further information, images and interviews from Shoreditch Church, and enquiries about 
volunteering during the project, please contact Engagement Coordinator Lucy Johnson by 
email: engagement@shoreditchchurch.org.uk 
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